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Argumentative essay: Compulsory military service

Most nations take pride in their military because the military protects the national territory and sovereignty of their people. However, a common misconception is that joining the military entails fighting wars and possibly losing one’s life in the process. Consequently, some parents might be apprehensive about allowing their child to serve in the military. However, in some nations joining the military is mandatory for a given period of time before the citizen can move on to another career. Some of the benefits of mandatory service include instilling patriotism in young citizens, having a large pool of trained officers, and exposing young people to different careers within the military (Justian para 2). In contrast, the misgivings about compulsory military service mostly revolve around the high economic cost of maintaining the service and technological advancements in winning wars. Given America’s current economic situation and the technological advancements which give rise to military superiority, the country should not make it compulsory for its youth to serve in the military.   

Indeed, proponents of compulsory military service argue that service to the nation helps to push patriotism among its citizens. However, a better approach to drive patriotism would be to give more freedom to young people on what they want to do. As such, joining the military should be voluntary because people who have the will and drive to serve their nation will do so better than those who are forced to do so. Motivation is a major factor in success of the military and having internally motivated military personnel who pride themselves in protecting the nation would yield better results than having a large pool of unmotivated military personnel (Justian para 3). Arguably, if military service is made mandatory, the efficiency and motivation will suffer due to the rising discontent arising from being forced to serve against their will. 

Another argument in support for compulsory military service is that it guarantees a big pool of American soldiers to fight its wars. However, the technological advancements today require America to shift away from having a big pool of soldiers and instead invest in more sophisticated military artillery. Nations today are investing in nuclear warheads capable of traversing the continents and hitting targets in foreign lands. Moreover, a larger military personnel without advanced weaponry does not guarantee military superiority and America should desist from this ancient ideology that wars are won by soldiers (Amadeo para 5). The alternative for America should be to build superior military capabilities that would deter other nations from attacking it. Currently, America has some of the advanced military capabilities that require minimal human operation and compulsory military service with the aim of increasing soldiers does not advance today’s military realities. 

Supporters of compulsory military service further argue that the military provides several opportunities for career growth for young people. Indeed, the military has several departments including accounting, procurement, nursing among others which provide alternatives for young people who want to pursue careers related to those areas within the military (Justian para 2). However, the military has a strict hierarchical structure that does not promote creativity and innovation. Consequently, young people who are creative will not find a clear path to grow their talent within the military. Creativity and innovation are key foundations of economic prosperity and subjecting young creative minds to the strict military culture could have ramifications on the American economy. 

In conclusion, sustaining a program that requires compulsory military service is costly and does guarantee America’s continued superiority as a super power. The nation already spends approximately $1b on the military and mandatory service will raise this cost and adversely affect other sectors of the economy (Stein para 1). The neglect of other sectors of the economy will push down patriotism among the majority of citizen. For this reason, America should continue its voluntary military recruitment that ensures only motivated individuals join to serve the nation. Additionally, America should continue to invest in military technology that requires fewer personnel to operate but guarantees positive results for the nation’s position on the global scale. Although the military provides numerous career opportunities, the young people should be free to create and explore different avenues to advance their talents without the mandatory service. 
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